The DBQ was created by Penny Mills and Jennifer Roden from A.A. Gates
Elementary School in Port Byron. Thank you for sharing this wonderful activity!

WORKING ON THE ERIE CANAL

An individual's personal narrative offers insight as to what
experiences may have been like. Opinions can be drawn in respects to how
that person felt in a situation. The letter in this lesson was found in a
newspaper collection at the Cayuga County Historian's Office. It was
written by a man who worked on the Erie Canal as a mule driver. He
discusses both positive and negative experiences that he had.

Suggested Lesson:
Activity:
Disciplines: Social Studies, ELA
6rade Level: 4
Standards: S.5.-#1; ELA-#1,2,3

Materials needed: -Copies of letter
-"Working on the Canal" worksheet

Objectives: The students will be able to...
1. Name positive and negative experiences of a mule
driver.
2. Infer whether this man would say he liked job or
didn't
3. Use details from the letter to support their
inference.

Procedures:
1. Distribute copies of the letter
2. Read as a class, stopping to check for understanding
as well as to discuss the man's experiences.
3. Students fill in worksheet.



Working on the Erie Canal

Name:

Jim had many experiences as a mule driver. Fill in the chart with his
experiences.

Positive Experiences Negative Experiences

Do you think Jim liked his job? Why or why not? Use details from his letter
to support your answer.
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