The DBQ was created by Penny Mills and Jennifer Roden from A.A. Gates
Elementary School in Port Byron. Thank you for sharing this wonderful activity!

9/27/74
Dear Richard,
I read with much interest your article on the “Erie Canal” and who did it.
I drove mules on the canal as a boy. Tonawanda was a transfer point and a terminus of the
canal.
So I have read and by hearsay know some things about the canal.
I think it depends on the locale as to what nationality was in the majority.
Like when those in charge made the decision to go up over the “Niagra Escarpment” at
Lockport, I think the “Irish” were in the majority.
That was a tremendous challenge to put in those locks with the equipment they had to do with
then.
From there west to Buffalo there were good sized majorities, German, Polish, Italian, English,
even the Tuscarora and Tonawanda Indian reservation men helped.
So with the building of the canal, I would say that most all of the prominent nations had
immigrants here to help.
I have seen a lot on the canal, and read many stories of the history, and scenery, many bad
things, murder from price cutting on cargoes to the pleasant quietness that prevailed.
Never has anyone said a thing about the Mules Boudoir (bedroom).
It was them that moved the cargoes. They were the most important part of canal business.
I guess one would have to have been their to experience that.
I have gone down in their pad, untie the fresh mules bring them up and out on the towpath,
take the tired ones down in the boat, feed and tie them.
Many of those boats were built in the (18)80s of wood, my time was around 1910, so what had
soaked into the wood over and over again produced an odor so heavy it would gag me. Five minutes is
as long a time I could stand it, especially on a hot July or August P.M. that one item took some of the
glamour out of canaling.
I have pictures of various things about the canal, even one of a mule going down to his boudoir
(stable on the boat). The boat that I was on that was one that went as far as Lockport.
If you think I have something for one to see, I would be glad to have you look at sometime when
convenient.
Sincerely, Jim Draucker

