Timeline of
Haudenosaunee Land Dispossession
to Clear the Route for
the Erie Canal

Routes of the Erie Canal and the lateral canals

Sullivan Clinton Campaign
To Generals Sullivan, Clinton, Van Schaick and Colonels
Brodhead, Butler and Gansevoort:
"The immediate objects are the total destruction and
devastation of their (Haudenosaunee) settlements and the
capture of as many prisoners of every sex and age possible. It is
essential to ruin their crops in the ground and prevent their
planting."
Gen. George Washington's orders to attack the
Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca, 1778
 Washington gave these orders to retaliate against the Loyalist and
Haudenosaunee raids at Wyoming Valley, and Cherry Valley.
 The Continental Army of 6,200 men scorched and destroyed about 50
Haudenosaunee villages destroying 1 million bushels of corn, 50
thousand bushels of vegetables, and 10 thousand fruit trees.
 Over 5,000 Haudenosaunee are forced to flee to Fort Niagara to be
under the protection of the British.

The Winter of Hunger

 5 feet of snow covered Fort Niagara for most of the
winter
 British did not have enough accommodations or
supplies for the unexpected refugees
 About 5,000 Haudenosaunee lived in poorly
constructed shelters
 Many wild food source animals died due to weather
 Families froze to death or died of hunger or disease

Ft. Niagara

 Some Haudenosaunee try to move back to
ancestral land but little is left due to the scorched
earth policy
 Most of the Six Nations of the Haudenosaunee
stay under British protection and settle together
in Canada, by Fort Niagara or at Buffalo Creek
(present day Buffalo)

Sculpture at Ganandagon State Historical Site

Treaty of Paris:

 No mention of the Haudenosaunee in the treaty, even though
the British had promised to look out for their interests and
those of other allied Native American Nations.
 Britain ceded the land east of the Mississippi to Appalachians
not to the Native Americans, but instead to the United States.
 This omission set up easy access to Haudenosaunee land by
New York State

American negotiators for Treaty of Paris

Second Fort Stanwix Treaty

 The newly formed United States and the Haudenosaunee met
to discuss the quarreling between the two nations.
 Resolved that the Haudenosaunee and the United States are
two separate sovereign nations.
 Federal boundary lines were established to prevent further
western settlements by the American frontiersmen.
 Land given up to the United States would generate money
that would guarantee the Haudenosaunee and its people not
to pay taxes.
 In the exchange for the new boundary, the Haudenosaunee's
education and health will be provided for.

"To remove the animosities which have arisen during the
late war ... considering our loses, the debts we have
incurred and our former friendship, it is reasonable that you
make to us such a cession of your lands as will aid us in
repairing and discharging the same."
Gov. George Clinton to Haudenosaunee chiefs, 1784

Two Row wampum belt

Treaty of Fort Harmer

 Both NY and Massachusetts claim 13 million acres in central
and western NY.
 Massachusetts secured land rights to 10 towns around
Binghamton and 6 million acres of Cayuga and Seneca
territory. When this land is sold to settlers, it will become
part of NY.
 NY has land claims for the rest of the area.
 No Haudenosaunee were present at this negotiation and
received nothing for their lands.

Pre-emption line marker

 A 6 million acre tract of land south of Rochester
running from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania sold
to land speculators Phelps and Gorham who later
sold to Robert Morris (Cayuga land)
 When chiefs were away, NY negotiated with
unauthorized Onondagas to purchase all but 100
square miles of Onondaga lands.
"It gave me great pain to hear last year that some of our young
men had on their own accord and without our consent gone into
your country and purchased your lands ... They are disobedient
children who have violated the laws made by their fathers ..."
Gov. George Clinton to the Onondagas, 1788

 Military tract in Central NY set up to give
Revolutionary War soldiers payment in land
instead of money. (Onondaga & Cayuga land)
 No Haudenosaunee were present when NYS
government approves the act creating the Military
Tract.
"We did not expect that you, after advising us to shun private
treaties with individuals and avoid selling our lands to your
disobedient children, that you would yourself purchase lands from
a few of our wrong-headed young men, without the consent or
knowledge of the chiefs."
Onondaga Chief Sharongyowanon to Gov. George Clinton, 1789

Federal Indian Trade and Intercourse Act Often called the Pickering Act that stated that all dealing with
Native Americans, including treaties and land deals, had to
have the support and approval of the Federal Government.
 Supported by President George Washington
 This is the basis of the NY land claims, because NY often
ignored this act in their dealing with the Haudenosaunee in
purchasing land.

Treaty of Onondaga

 NY gains control of 75% of remaining land of Onondaga
 Negotiations done illegally and not following the Pickering
Act that states the chiefs, a representative from the state and
one from the federal government must be present.

Original Onondaga land in yellow to present day,
about the interior of the lower case o

Treaty of Canandaigua

 All rights of the Senecas to the land owned by the Holland
Land Company, and Robert Morris were extinguished
 12 small reservations were set up around the state for the
Haudenosaunee that they would have “as long as the sky
was blue, the grass green and the waters flowed.”
 It re-affirmed that the Haudenosaunee and the United States
are 2 separate sovereign nations.
 Federal boundary lines were adjusted to prevent further loss
of land in Seneca Territory.
 That there will be peace and friendship between the 2
nations.
 Article 7 was established as a way of settling disputes
between Native and non-native individuals on the other's
territory

.

George Washington Belt signifying the Canandaigua Treaty

Treaty of Big Tree

 The Senecas sold 3.3 million acres for $100,000, 60 cows
and individual annuity cash payments to specific Seneca
leaders.
 Senecas left with 11 small reservations scattered across
western NY
 Held at Geneseo, NY by Robert Morris with representatives
of the United States present

Land Donation
 Holland Land Company needs help to get more settlers to the
land it owns in western NY so the company can become rich
by selling land to businesses and people.
 To encourage more population growth, goods and services
and better transportation like an Erie Canal are needed
 The Canal Commission accepts the donation of 100,632 acres
of land from the Holland Land Company to use for part of
the route of the canal

Holland Land Company land

 With Haudenosaunee land rights extinguished
along the surveyed route of the canal, and
financing set, the adventure to make NYS the
most important state of the new country is ready
to go.
 The Erie Canal is started in Rome on July 4th

The Erie Canal is completed
 Governor DeWitt Clinton celebrates by the flotilla of boats
that leaves Buffalo for Albany and then on to NYC for the
Wedding of the Waters. He rides in the packet boat called the
Seneca Chief.
 The second boat of the flotilla is named Noah’s Ark and
contains pairs of wild animals from western NY including 2
Seneca boys in their regalia (traditional clothing).

Dewitt Clinton on the Seneca Chief 1825

Buffalo Creek Treaty

 Due to the success of the Erie Canal, the small section of land
between Lake Erie and the Buffalo Creek Reservation was
too small for the needed new growth of Buffalo
 This reservation held many refuges since the Sullivan Clinton
Campaign of 1779 and was the seat of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy.
 Very rich fertile land that produced enough crops to feed the
families
 The treaty was again broken and the land west of Lake Erie
was sold so the city of Buffalo could expand and become one
of the busiest ports of the country

Land Holdings
Nation

1720

1850

Mohawk

9,941,760 acres

14,640 acres

Oneida

3,724,160 acres

32 acres

Onondaga

2,670,720 acres

7,300 acres

Cayuga

1,998,720 acres

Zero

Seneca

6,558,720 acres

55,326 acres

Tuscarora

Zero

5,778 acres

(resettled on Oneida land)

totals

250,000,000 acres

86,716 acres
0.034% less land

Census
1776*=9,050 Haudenosaunee
*(based upon number of warriors times 5)

1790 = 340,000 New Yorkers
***********And about 80 years later ************

1855 = 3,753 Haudenosaunee
1855 = 3,500,000 NYers
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